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Evolution  of  the  Guitar
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Early  Lutes  and  Harps  c.  4500-1900  B.C.

Hebrew  Kinnor  (Gen  4:21)
circa  3000  – 2000  B.C.

Mesopotamian  Harp  
circa  1900  B.C.

Sumerian  Harp
circa  2800  B.C.

Mesopotamian  Lute
circa  4500-3100  B.C.

Post-Neolithic  Harp
circa  4500-3500  B.C.

Sumerian  Lute
circa  3500-3000  B.C.
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Lyres,  Harps  and  Lutes  c.  2500-1400  B.C.

Egyptian  Lyres,  Harps,  and  Lutes
circa  2500-1000  B.C.

Greek  Lyre
circa  2000  - 1400  B.C.
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Harps  and  Lutes  c.  400  B.C.  - 900  A.D.

Chinese  Ruan
Han  Dynasty  
circa  200  B.C.

Roman  Era  Cithara
circa  100-200  A.D.

Greek  Kithara
circa  400  – 300  B.C.

Chinese  Pipa
Tang  Dynasty

circa  600-900  A.D.  
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Classical,
Nylon  String,
Acoustic

Fender  Stratocaster
Solid  Body,  Electric,
Double  Cutaway

Gibson  Les  Paul
Solid  Body,  Electric,  
Single  Cutaway

Gibson  ES335
Semi-Hollow,  Electric,  
Double  Cutaway

Gibson  L5
Archtop,  Electric,
Venetian  Cutaway

Martin  D18
Flattop  Steel  String,  

Acoustic

Gibson  ES175
Archtop,  Electric,
Florentine  Cutaway

Guitar  Types  
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12  string,
Steel  string  flattop,

Acoustic

7  string
Solid  Body,  Electric

Double  neck
Solid  Body,  Electric

Dobro  or  Resonator,  
Acoustic

Travel  Guitar Flamenco  Guitar Synth/MIDI  Guitar

Guitar  Types  Continued


